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BIG PLANS BEING MADE IN WASHINGTON
'TIS SAID ••• "EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY FOR TOMORROW WE- MA Y_" COMMITTEE MEETS AND MAKES ASSIGNMENTS

,

-

THAT EACH MEMBER IS TO EXECUTE ... AND
REPORT PROGRESS AT INTERVALS

Good old Charlie Tingley, former Secretary-Treasurer of
the National Association is Secretary of the Washington, D. C.
Chapter and secretary of the 1960 Convention Committee. In a
recent letter to The Octofoil Tingley writes: "We have an active group that is working and will do everything possible to
make this convention one to be long remembered-like the last
one here in 1953-0NLY BETTER.
'
Frank Wade, past President of the Association is President of
the 1960 Washington Convention Committee, and General Louis
A. Craig is Vice-President and Treasurer.

Pictured above is just one of the many fabulous accommodations at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington D. C., for members of the Ninth Infantry Division Association, their relatives and friends, who will be
att~nding the 15th Annual Reunion of the Association, July 28-29-30, 1960. With the kind of environment that abaunds in and around the Shoreham everyone will be in a festive mood.

GEN. BIRKS TRYING TO
MAKE WASHINGTON
Brig. Gen. Hammond Davies Birks
(Ret.), writes from his California
home:
Dear Dan: As long as you are going to have youth 15th Annual Reunion in Washington, D. C., I shall
try to make it. I was in Washington
during December and January and
talked to Gen. Craig over the phone
and personally saw Van Bond and
Gunn. Both are now on duty in the
Pentagon. General VanHouten is
also on duty in that area but I didn't
get to see him this Christmas.
If I get to Washington at that
time, I will stay with my son-in-law,
Major James T. Root, and make your
meetings.
. . . PAY 1960 DUES TODAY . . .

BLACKIE WALDON CONFINED
IN A MICHIGAN HOSPITAL
Wilton Taylor, Stop 6, Star Route,
Lost Hills, Calif., advises The Octofoil that W. D. (Blackie) Waldon,
formerly of Bakersfield, Calif., and
now of Ypsilanti, Mich., is taking
treatments on the 7th floor of the VA
Hospital, Ann Arbor, Mich.
Bill or "Blackie" was in Co. E,
60th Regt., and was captured in Belgium. He would be glad to see any
former Ninth men who might happen
to find it convenient to visit the Ann
Arbor hospital.
Blackie has a brother, Art, who
works with Taylor on the Lost
Hills, Calif. oil leases.
Wilton and Juanita Taylor have
just celebrated their 11th wedding
anniversary.
-PAY 1960 DUES TODAY-

Marriage is an occupation that
pays the highest wages for unskilled labor.

PAT MARANO MOVES
TO SOMERVILLE, N. J.
Pat Marano, Vice President of the
Greater New York Chapter, a former B Co. 47th man, has moved from
the New area, to Somerville, N. J.
Pat works for the U. s. government and has been named resident
inspector for the Belle Meade and
Somerville warehouses. His new address is 31 Brookside Ave., Somerville, N. J. Marano has told the lads
in New York he will continue to
attend all the New York Chapter
meetings that he possibly can.
-PA Y YOUR 1-9-6-0 DUES NOW-

Mrs. Earl Testy Tells
of Family Misfortune
Mrs. Earl Testy, Carbon, Indiana,
conveys to The Octofoil the sad
news that Earl, a former Co. C, 39th
man is in the Clay County Hospital.
Mrs. Testy says Earl has had trouble ever since he was discharged
from the Armed Forces. Ten years
ago he was operated on for a perforated ulcer, and 1;'''0 years later he
developed diabetes. About the first
of February they had to operate and
remove about two-thirds of the lad's
stomach, and he isn't getting along
too well. He has had several blood
transfusions. Mrs. Testy says it will
be a long time before he is able to
do any kind of work. He is normally employed at a clay plant near
Carbon.
Mrs. Testy says Earl is mighty
proud of having been associated
with the Ninth Infantry Division.
No doubt a few well wisher cards
from some of Earl's old buddies in
the 39th would have a fine effect on
his morale.

JUNE 12TH DATE SET
FOR NEW YORK PICNIC
Jack Scully has been named as
Chairman of the Picnic Committee
for the Graeter New York Chapter.
Date for the big event will be June
12th. This is an affair open to all
members of the Association, their
friends and relatives.
It is a family deal-$5 per family
(no matter how many kids), $2.50
for a grown-up. Plenty of eats and
drinks for the entire day, games
and what have you.
If past years are any criterion-the
picnic's success is already assured.
It will be staged at the same location as last year - Zeeley's Pond,
Watchung Mountains in Scotch
Plains, N. J. It is only a half hour
ride from New York City on Route
22, Bonnie Burns Road.
FATHER DE LAURA ll..L
The New York Chapter have been
toying with the idea of a Memorial
Service and family gathering over
the Memorial Day week-end and
the members were hoping that Monsignor DeLaura could conduct the
services at his Church in Long
Island (Our Lady of Assumption,
Copiaque, N. Y.), but the committee
consisting of Danny Quinn, Frank
Fazio, John Rizzo, Vincent Guglielmino, Al Wadalavage and Art
Schmidt were advised that Father
DeLaura was recovering from an
operation and would be unable to
attend. Consequently these plans
have been shelved temporarily and
the picnic will be staged.
Secretary Quinn suggests that Association members who might send
a cheerful card to Monsignor DeLaura might help hasten the day for
his complete recovery.

Printed elsewhere in this issue of
The Friday Night Beer Party and
The Octofoil are two boxes-one to Dance.
be filled out and sent to the ShoreMemorial Service Transportation.
ham Hotel for room reservations and
The Saturday Night Banquet and
the other advising the Washington Dance.
Chapter how much space to reserve INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
in their Program Book.
Individuals desiring to attend only
Those who visited the Shoreham certain events will be charged as
Hotel during the 1953 Reunion well follows:
remember the outstanding and unRegistration Fee-$2.00.
forgettable service received from hoThursday Night Get Together Partel personnel. Since 1953 the hotel ty-$l.oo.
has been renovated. It is now comThe Friday Night Beer Party ,and
pletely air conditioned. It has a new Dance--$3.50.
lobby, very modern and much larg~
Memorial Service Transpo~tion-.
than beforP_ ~
_.
_ _ _. $2.09.
~,
' ~ '4-t~
'Attention is called to the fact that' 'l'he-'Samrday:Niint .6anciUe-"-;""'r
the special rates for Ninth Division D a n c e - $ 9 . 0 0 . ' <~
Association guests extends over a 10- SPECIAL NOTICE
. day period. And by all means adPerso~ desiring to attend only
vise the hotel that the reservations specified events as listed above will
are for guests of the Ninth Infantry be charged the Registration 'Tee of
Division Association. Otherwise the $2.00 in addition to the cost of the
higher rates will be charged. If res- specified events. For example-If a
ervations are not made in advance be person only wants to attend the Satsure the hotel is appraised of the urday Banquet and Dance the cost
fact the visitor is a guest of the 1960 will be:
9th Division Reunion upon arrival.
Registration Fee
$ 2.00
SWIMMING POOL
Saturday Night Banquet
Members of the Ninth Infantry Diand Dance
9.00
vision Association will have free use
Total
$l1.oo
of the hotel swimming pool during
For a $12.50 strip ticket a person
the convention as well as during
can attend all events.
their entire stay at hotel.
Also, quite important is the fact
The Saturday night banquet menu
that free parking will be available is as follows:
to Ninth Division Association visitors
Appetizer
who stay at the Shoreham.
Celery and Olives
TENTATIVE SET-UP
Roast Prime Ribs of Beef, Au Jus
Broccoli Hollandise
A brief sketch, with more details
Potatoes Parisienne
in the next issue of The Octofoil is
Salad
Dessert
printed below at this time:
Choice of Beverage
Thursday, July 28thBanquet Rolls and Butter
Registration starting at 1:00 P.M.
The registration desk will be open
NOTE-Special children's banquet
as long as necessary in the evening. rates are: Children under 12 will be
Thursday evening there will be a charged only $5.00.
get-together in the Park Room.
Association members should reFriday, July 29thmember that Washington, D. C. is a
Registration all day and evening. sightseers' paradise and arrange to
Business meeting at 10:00 A.M. to take in many of these sights after
appoint convention committees. At the Reunion while they can take ad2:00 P.M. the committees will re- vantage of the unheard-of low rates
port back to the formal business available at the Shoreham.
meeitng.
SNOW STORMS
.
Friday EveningHeavy snow storms in and around
A Beer Party and Dance in the Washington has caused the postbeautiful Terrace Room.
ponement of at least one meeting
Saturday, July 30thscheduled by the committee. Now
Registration all day. The Memo- with better weather in the offing the
rial Services will be held at Arling- Washington lads and girls are makton National Cemetery. Bus trans- ing up for lost time.
portation will be provided.
The next issue of The Octofoil will
Saturday evening the annual ban- contain final and full details for the
quet will be held and dancing after- 1960 Reunion. Efforts are being made
wards.
to secure one of the most oustanding
after dinner speakers in this country
COMMITTEES
Chairman Frank Wade has ap- for the Saturday night banquet. If
pointed the following to be commit- the Washington Chapter's efforts are
successful in getting the speaker the
tee chairmen:
Program Book-Steven Gray.
Chapter is seeking, everyone will be
Memorial Service-Gen. Craig.
all set for a real treat.
TRAMP, TRAMP, TRAMP
Sightseeing-Bill Robey.
Ladies' Events-Bob Walters.
Tingley had to report for active
STRIP TICKETS
duty at Fort Lee from April 10 to
Strip tickets will be sold for the April 23, but will be back in the Naconvention to include all events and tion's Capital in time to counsel
the cost per strip ticket will be with the Board of Governors when
$12.50. The strip ticket covers the that group meets in Washington.
Start making plans for that trip to
following:
Registration Fee.
Washington today. It's later than
The Thursday Night Get-Together you think-July 28, 29, 30 are the
Party.
dates.
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EDITORIAL AND EXECUTIVE OFFICES - COLUMBUS, OHIO
Forms 3579 should be sent to 52 East Lynn Street, Columbus, Ohio

Octofoll Editor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• PAUL S. PLUNKEn
52 East Lynn Street, Columbus, Ohio. (Telephone: CApital 4-0989)
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*

*

NATIONAL OFFICERS
GLENN O. MOORE, President
VINCENT GUGLIELMINO, First Vice·President
JOHN SABATO, Second Vice· President
VIC CAMPISI, Third Vice-President
WILLIAM PEVERILL, Judge Advocate
DANIEL QUINN, Secretary
THOMAS BOYLE, Treasurer

*

*

*

The official publication of the Ninth Infantry Division Association - offices located at
52 East Lynn St., Columbus, Ohio. Single copy price Is 20 cents per Issue or by mail $1.50
per year, payable In advance. Subscribers should notify the National Secretary, Daniel
Quinn, 412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey, promptly of any change in address.
Published seven times yearly, September.October, November, February, March, May,
June, July, by and for the members of the Ninth Infantry Division Association. News Items,
feature stories, photographs and art material from members will be appreciated. Every effort
will be made to return photographs and art work in good condition. Please address all commu·
nications to Paul S. Plunkett, Editor, The Odofoil, 52 East Lynn Street, Columbus, Ohio.
An extract from the certificate of incorporation of the Ninth Infanry Division Assocla·
tion reads: "This Association is formed by the officers and men of the Ninth Infantry Division
in order to perpetuate the memory of our fallen comrades, to preserve th eesprit de corps of
the division, to assist in promoting an everlasting world peace exclusively of means of edu·
catlonal activities and to serve as an information bureau to members and former members of
the Division."
Copy must be received on or before the 5th of each month to guarantee publication on
the 15th. Photographs must be received on or before the lst day of the month published.
Entered as second class matter at the Columbus, Ohio, Post Office. Authorized as of
October 29, 1958.
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9th Div.

I wish to sign up for the following:

Regular Member, per year

$ 4.00
~....................................

Sustaining Mea1ber
THREE-YEAR MEMBER

$11.00

Life Membership

$50.00

Octofoil Automobile License Disc

$ 1.00

Eight Stars to Victory
(Pictorial History of 9th Division in action.)

$ 2.00

Ladies' Auxiliary Member

$ 1.50

Decals-25 cents each-5 for

$ 1.00

Combat Route Map

$

.50

$

.50

60th Infantry History

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

• • •
Please credit the following chapter:
Philadelphia
Buffalo

0

lllinois

0

Columbus

Western Pennsylvania
New England

0

0

Greater New York

0

Fort Carson

:0

Washington, D. C.

Northern Ohio
Twin Cities

10

Detroit

0

0

0

0

0

Secretary Quinn About Beth Sandy Arrives
To Catch Up On Details At Ike Blitzstein's
The unexpected heavy response to
the dues reminder letter Secretary
Dan Quinn mailed out, has had his
office temporarily swamped and he
was a few days late getting some of
the members paid-up cards in the
mails. No doubt by time this is
printed the secretary will have
caught up with the backwash and
all members will have received their
membership cards. This item is only
as a matter of information to advise
the membership of this unexpected
rush-so no one will think that anyone in the secretary's office is sleeping at the switch or putting off for
so much as one day answering correspondence and otherwise keeping
strictly up to date with services to
the membership-to which they expect-and they have that right!

Stephen Gray, 2501 No. Underwood St., Arlington, Virginia

,-------------------------------------------------SHOREHAM HOTEL OFFERS 'MOSTEST"
The hotel rates at the Shoreham are the same as rates
were in 1953.

FILL IN THE FOLLOWING AND MAIL AT ONCE

Enclosed please find 1960 dues for:

City

Anyone desiring to place advertisements in the Washington Program Book, including those who desire their
names to appear on the Booster Lists, should contact the
Program Book chairman ...

The Shoreham has recently built quite a large Motor
Inn, adjacent to the hotel. If anyone desires to stay at the
Motor Inn, the prevailing rates apply and they are considerably higher than the convention rates.

Dan Quinn, National Secretary, Ninth Infantry Division Assn.,
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey

Street Address

__

$25.00
15.00
10.00
6.00
_ 1.00
30.00
30.00
35.00

The rates apply for a ten-day period, which include the
dates of the convention. In other words if anyone desires
to come early or stay a few days after the convention ends,
the convention rates apply.

9TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSN.
·MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Rates set for space in the artistic Program Book are as
follows:

No.4

APRIL-MAY, 1960

VOLUME XIII

Editor Hospitalized For
Five Long, Long Weeks

SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR THE ARTISTIC
WASHINGTON CHAPTER PROGRAM
BOOK FOR 1960 REUNION

Full Page Advertisement
Half Page
One-Quarter Page
One-Eighth Page
Boosters
Inside Front Cover
Back Inside Cover
Back Outside Cover

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
1962 John Korobko
Michael Belmonte
Anthony J. Chacomas
Max Umansky
Paul S. Plunkett
Board Members Emeritus
!to Gen. Mant~~{\S. Eddy (Retired)
Maj. Gen. Lou)'" A. Craig (Retired)
Honorary Chaplain Emeritus
Father Edward Connors

1960Arthur Schmidt
Glenn O. Moore
Frank Wade
Vincent Iannucci
Tom Boyle
1961Major Harry P. Jennings
Jack O'Shea
Frank Ozart
Mike Gatto

April-May, 1960

OCTOFOIL

Joe McKenzie, 95 Washington Ave.,
Waltham, Mass., has forward a cute
little announcement card he received
from Miriam and Isadore Blitzstein,
8421 Pickeney St.. Philadelphia, Pa.
Ike or Blitz as Isadore was known
in the Army was a member of the
Med. Det., 26th F.A. from Bragg until the end of the war. The cards
reads:
Miriam and Isadore Blitzstein
announce the arrival of
Ilene Susan's
and
Maxine Shelly's
sister
Beth Sandy
on
Tuesday. February 2, 1960
Weight, 9 lbs. 4 ozs.

To get the reduced rates be sure and mention that you
will be attending the Ninth Infantry Division
Association's Reunion, July 28-29-30, 1960
The Shoreham Hotel, 2500 Calvert St., N.W.,
Washington 8, D. C.
Please reserve for the undersigned the accommodations
checked below:
Single Room and Bath, daily

$ 9.00

Twin Bedroom and Bath, daily

$12.00

Children 14 years of age and under in rooms at no extra cost.

••• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY, •••

Three adults in a Twin Bedroom with Bath for $3.00
extra for roll away bed.
Name

.

Street

_
_

~

t
City
Date of ArrivaL

.

State

_

Time

_

..

~----------------------------~--------------------

Col. Harold Mangold to
Succeed Colonel Koch
Chick Hennen of the Greater Twin
Cities Chapter, Minneapolis, has an
interesting news tid-bit to pass on:
Col. Harold Mangold, chief of staff
XIV Corps, U. S. Army, Minneapolis, has received orders assigning
him as military advisor to the Shah
of Iran. He succeeds Colonel Otto
Koch. Col. Mangold is a former commanding officer of the 60th Regt. Col.
Koch was executive officer of the 1st
Bn., Commander, 60th Regt. in Africa and Sicily, and later commanded a Battle Group of the Ninth Infantry Division at Fort Carson.
Hennen recently attended a farewell dinner for Col. Mangold and
discussed the matter. The Colonel
had not realized that a 60th man was
succeeding another Go-Devil.
•.• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY ..•

TOM MICKELSON ENJOYS
READING THE OCTOFOIL
Tom Mickelson, Brooklyn Center,
Minn., writes: "Enclosed is my dues
for '60. I enjoy reading The Octofoil very much, especially when it
has eight pages. The FebruaryMarch issue was very good. Thanks
a lot for such a wondeful paper as
The Octofoil." Tom, you'll have another 8-page paper the next issue.

Getting to press with this issue of
The Octofoil has not been any picnic.
First, the Editor was rushed to the
VA Hospital in Dayton, 0., Feb. 27,
suffering with some broken ribs and
for full measure pneumonia. A full
examination disclosed more afflictions than the average person has
fingers and toes. Five weeks later
he was still going through some
hellacious G.I. tests and when the
medics were quizzed about when he
could go home, the old G.I. answer
was given, "That beats the hell outa
me. I don't know how long he'll be
here."
Learning this was how the patient
stood on the records efforts were
started to get a reprieve for 72 hours
in order to get this issue of The Octofoil into the postoffice.
Through the goodness of heart of
Dr. Robert M. Finch, M.D., and Dr.
Knoll, M.D., at the Dayton Facility,
the 72-hour pass was granted with
many strings attached thereto.
Dick Pestel, president of the Columbus Chapter, showed up at the
appointed time and rushed the editor to Columbus and has stood by
continuously ever since helping in
every way he could. He has brought
mail to the hospital regularly, 100
miles to ride each way. He has contacted the editor by long distance at
various time and has taken care of
photos, cuts, mats and other· details,
else there would have been no issue
of The Octofoil at this time. Upon
the editor's return to Dayton Pestel
will see that the sheets are properly
entered in the Columbus postoffice.
NO.2 PROBLEM
It would be useless to attempt to
enumerate the number of wonderful
stories and news items on hand that
couldn't be squeezed into this fourpage issue. Letters from Basingstoke, England friends are being held
out, an interesting human interest
story by both Art Schmidt and Dan
Quinn will be used in the next issue
if the Board meeitng in Washington
April 23 authorizes an 8-page issue
next edition date. The remainder of
the funds left in the Octofoil kitty
from the original set budget is insufficient to underwrite 8 pages and {
the some 3,000 to 4,000 extras l ~
printed in hope of stimulating .
'",
est in the 1960 Reunion-and make \,
the attendance one of the largest yet
recorded at any Reunion.
The accumulation of pictures on
hand have been processed into cuts
and will be used quite liberally in
the next issue if the Board goes
along the way most of those who
have contacted the Octofoil indicate
that they will.

WANDA LELAK HAS TO GIVE
SARGE 'HELL' TO GET ACTION

'POP' LONG'S TICKER
HAS BEEN ACTING UP
Ernest (Pop) Long, 517 Bayfair
Dr., Bay Village, Ohio, writes in
part, as follows:
Hi, Dan: . . . Here is my check for
another three years dues. I don't
want to miss any issues of The Octofoil. I sure do enjoy reading it.
I see you have been quite active
in the organization and you are doing a swell job, nice going. I sure
miss attending Reunions. But they
have been held at an inconvenient
time for me to attend. And besides,
I've been on the sick list. In '57 I had
two heart attacks which laid me up
for quite a while, ending with a double operation. I am fine now-and
wish I could come to the Washington Reunion. But can't tell just yet.
The only fellows I've been hearing
from is John Friel and John Jacobus. I often wonder about all the
old gang and would appreciate hearing from any of them.
... PAY 1960 DUES TODAY . . .

In a recent letter to Secretary
Danny Quinn, Wanda Lelak, Route
1, Box 59, Venetia, Pa., has this to
say:
"Hello Danny Boy: You say you'd
like to hear from some of the old 9th
men. You know that ole Sarge Lelak, B Co., 47th? Well, I'm his better half. Steve and I are looking
forward to going to the convention Ross LaMonc,-a Has
in Washington. Even our daughter
Linda, is looking forward to going.
Quinn Shanghaied
"Am sending a check for Steve's
dues, which like everything else-if f
fh N· fh S -g I
the ole lady didn't take care of it, it 0
wouldn't get done.
Secretary Danny Quinn, who was
"Give our regards to any of the a 47th Regt. man all the way, recent47th guys who you think Steve re- ly received a letter from Ross La
members. Until July-so long."
Monda 19524 Maple Hgts. Blvd.,
Maple Heights 37, Ohio, identifying
-PAY YOUR 1-9-6-0 DUES NOWthe secretary as a Dan Quinn who
was with the 9th Signal.
WANTS TO HEAR FROM
La Moncia says he sees some of
the old gang occasionally. Andy SiFORMER 60TH REGT. MEN
nare stops in occasionally. He reads
Emdeo J. Papa writes that he cer- The Octofoil avidly trying to find
tainly would be happy to hear from some news notes about former Ninth
some of his old Co. M, 60th bud- Signal men but doesn't hardly ever
dies. Emdeo was a Staff ~"-'geant find anything about any of them. He
during a greater part 01 nis time moved from Dover, Ohio, to Maple
with the Ninth. He was attached to Heights, a Cleveland suburb, right
the Division Jan. 16, 1941 and stayed after the war and is doing fine in the
with it until July 13, 1945, having Big City. But Ross adds that he sure
gone all the way with the Division wishes some of those former buddies
His present address is 41 Cheny St., would write him direct or start
Glen Falls New York.
sending some notes to The Oclofoil.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS TO MEET IN
WASHINGTON, D. C. ON APRIL 23
Secretary Danny Quinn has mail- 4. Request for a change of Columed to all members of the Board of
Governors the following communique, dated March 21, 1960:
Dear Member: After telephone
conversation with our President,
Glenn O. Moore, it was agreed that
a meeting of the Board of Governors
would be in order, to be held Saturday, April 23, 1960, at 2 P.M.
The Place-Hotel Shoreham
Washington, D. C.
There are always matters to be
discussed and acted upon. Some of
the items for the agenda are:
1. Inspection of facilities of Hotel
Shoreham and to check arrangements of Washington Chapter, to
assist Chapter in any way possible.
2. Report of inventories of all stocks,
bonds, monies, and other assets
turned over to the present Secretary by Stanley Cohen.
3. Definite action on the Louis R.
Becker Scholarship award. (Perhaps the first scholarship can be
granted at the Washington Reunion. This subject has been discussed for years but to the best
of my knowledge a Scholarship
has never been awarded.)

Pete Rice Chumming
With John Bridgers
Pete Rice writes from Dallas, Tex:
He is with the Stanley Furniture
Co., Inc.
He writes:
When I moved back to Texas in
January, 1959, I found that John
Bridgers had just been made head
coach at Baylor University, Waco,
Tex. John was with Bill Mauser
and me in "C" Bty., 84th F.A. Bn.
for a while and later-after VE Day
-was athletic officer, Div. Arty. He
was line coach of Baltimore Colts
~efore the Baylor appointment. I
visited him in Waco 2 weeks ago and
he has matured into a splendid man.
He always was a fine fellow-but
he's now a very responsible person.
Pete lives at 6915 Azalea Lane, in
Dallas, Tex., with his wife, their two
husky sons and two daughters.
Rice is anxious to locate Wm. Ryb"~ka, former Hq. Bty. Commander,
·84th F.A. Bn. The address on file
in Secretary Quinn's office of Bill
Rybka is 15 years old. Anyone who
can give Pete a later address will
do him a great favor.
• •• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••

John Evans' Tour of the
Southland Was Pleasant
John B. Evans, Lancaster, N. H.,
currently serving. on the State of
New Hampshire Tax Commission,
has just returned from a trip into
the Deep South. Adding pleasure
to the trip was an afternoon spent
with Gen. and Mrs. Edwin Randle
in Clearwater, Fla. This visit was
the first time John had seen Gen.
Randle since Evans was wounded at
El Guettar March 8, 1943.
Moving northward the John Evans
party spent one night with Gene
and Mary Dell Tannery in Concord,
N. C. Gene was communications officer of the 3rd Bn., 47th Regt. when
Evans was commanding officer and
was wounded in April of 1943. This
visit was another grand success, and
the Evans family enjoyed some real
Southern hospiality.
On up the line they had breakfast
with Col. Sam Gibson, who was at
one time Chief of Staff of the Division. Later Col. Gibson was the
Division Chief of the G-3 Division at
Fort Leavenworth, and the Colonel's
visitor was his assistant while instructing at the school. Col. Gibson
is now retired and lives in Raleigh,
N. C.;935 St. Marys St.
It was a wonderful visit getting to
greet so many old friends and buddies. The trip was just too, too short.
• .• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••

O. J. Wakeman On
Prowl for Members

o. J. Wakeman, a former member
of Hq. Bty., 84th F.A., sends in the
name of another former 84th man
and proposes him for mem.bership
in the Association. The buddy is
Robert A. Zautchke, 226 Pawnee St.,
Battle Creek, Mich.
When sending in 1960 dues Wakeman ordered a copy of "Eight Stars
to Victory," and the combat maps
that the Association has for sale.
• .. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY ••.

Everybody thinks that the military
establishment has declined since the
days when he served his hitch. Uncle
Ed says the Army hasn't aInounted
to much since the introduction of
non-alcoholic lemon extract.

OCTOFOIL

Don Shaw's Buddies
Shocked When His
Death Announced

Mrs. Helen H. Shaw, Rt. 2, Sandy
bus Chapter to read "Ohio Chapter" to help increase membership, Lake, Pa., had the sad duty to perform of advising The Octofoil about
by covering a larger area.
her husband, Don's death. She also
The above are topics for definite enclosed clippings from a Pennsylaction. I am sure there are many vania newspaper.
other items that the different chapMrs. Shaw says that Don passed
ters will have to discuss.
away suddenly after an operation.
Enclosed is a self-reply envelope Intestinal hemorrhages developed
for your use. Will you please in- and he lived only 20 hours after the
form me immediately of your intend- operation. His death has beeD; a tered action so that we will know if rific shock to all who knew him.
there will be a quorum to call such
Don and his fine wife attended the
a meeting.
Reunion in Columbus, but his poor
health prevented them attending the
Thank you.
Sincerely,
New York Reunion. Mrs. Shaw says
DANIEL QUINN,
she is so happy that he was able to
National Secretary. attend the Columbus Reunion and
see his old buddies.
Editor's Note: A sufficient number
Don was buried in Millbank Cemof Board members have notified intention to attend meeting to assure etery' Fredonia, Pa., Mercer County.
a quorum. If the Board authorizes It was a full military funeral, flag
publication of eight pages for the bearers firing squad and bugler.
next issue of The Octofoil a full The V ~terans of Foreign Wars and
transcript of the board meeting will American Legion, to which Don bebe printed. It is hoped that space longed, were pallbearers.
The same date this sad informawill also be available to print in full
the lengthy explanatory bulletin that tion was received by Secretary Dan
Secretary Quinn has prepared and Quinn he dispatched a letter of symdistributed relative to the Associa- pathy to the bereaved widow, Helen
Shaw and at the same time extion Memorial Foundation.
plain~d to her about the Association's Scholarship Fund.
Don Shaw's many buddies from
JOE PODANY IS A
Co. E, 47th will be grieved when
they read of the untimely passing
GREAT BOOSTER
of a fine buddy, a fine father and
Joseph S. Podany, a former Co. B, husband. Left to mourn his passing
47th man, writes from 2956 N.E. Ben- besides Mrs. Shaw were' two sons,
jamin St., Minneapolis 18, Minn.
Larry and Donald, Jr., and a daughAmong other things Joe remarks: ter, Kathy Ann.
I want to take this opportunity to
•.. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY ••.
say that my wife and I enjoy receiving THE OCTOFOIL each month. In REV. WM. C. PHILLIPS
fact, she reads it before I do.
We haven't as yet been able to at- IN PONTOTOC, MISS.
tend one of the Conventions. We're
Secretary Dan Quinn has furnishhoping to-perhaps this summer. We ed The Octofoil a copy of a fine letgreatly enjoy reading about them, ter received from Rev. Wm. C. Philand about the "buddies" in my com- lips, P.O. Box 535, Pontotoc, Miss.
pany. I am still at myoId job that
Rev. Phillips is now pastor of the
I had before I went into the service First Presbyterian Chu~ch in Ponto-the printing business.
toc. While with the Ninth Division
Joe closes thusly:
he was with Division Headquarters,
Congratulations on the splendid Assistant Division Chaplain from '40
job being done in publishing THE until '44, and Division Chaplain from
OCTOFOIL and may the Ninth Di- then until May, 1945.
vision Association continue its good
His interesting letter follows:
work.
Dear Dan: Enclosed is my check
for 1960 dues. . . My only contact
••• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••
with the old outfit is through The
FRANK LANCOTA
Octofoil but I do find great pleasure
in reading the news of individuals
WAS IN HOSPITAL
that I knew and travelled with in
Frank Lancetta, Hammonton, N. those momentous days of 1940-45.
J., a former Co. A, 47th man, had Most of them, as yourself, I did not
the surprise of his life handed to .know personally, but I feel I have
him last year. In July, 1959 he was something in common with themhospitalized and it was discovered from the experiences of those days.
he had four kidneys-2 on each side. I was one of a very small number,
He was born with the extra organs. possibly the only one, who was with
One was removed, and he still has a the Division from the day of its acspare kidney. And in November of tivation on Aug. 1, 1940, until occu1959 he was hospitalized because of pation duty began in Europe. The
a severe heart attack and was in the memories of those years are among
hospital 31 days. He is now recov- the most cherished of my life."
ering at home. It will be some time HOPES TO MAKE '60 REUNION
before he is able to work.
I have never been able to attend
BAD NEWS
any of the reunions. . . . However, I
Frank sent a Christmas card to an have some hope that I will get to
old Co. A, 47th buddy, Alex Farkus, come for at least a part of the '60
and a message come from Alex's Reunion at Washington. . . . I want
brother-in-law, John Sharwarko, 405 to say thanks most sincerely as one
Winters Ave., W. Hazleton, Pa., ad- member of the Association for your
vising that Alexander died sudden- undertaking the arduous and all but
ly of a heart attack in April, 1955.
thankless job of National Secretary.
Frank asks that Alex's many old
••• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY .•.
buddies from Co. A, 4th Pit., 47th
Regt. say a prayer in behalf of a Martin Is Anxious to
great guy-Alexander Farkus.
. . • PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••

LEW ORTICARI THINKS
SERVICES WERE TOPS
Lewis Orticari, Box 7, Royalton,
Vt., write in part as follows:
"Glad I received a reminder about
my dues. I meant to pay when I was
in Worcester for Father Connors Memorial Mass, but with the good time
we were having I forget all about
it until I had returned home.
J. Albanese from W. R. Jet., and
his wife come to Worcester with us.
It is much more fun on a trip like
that when there are more couples.
Hope to take Bernard and Barzara
Campbell, Rochester, Vt. with us
next year. (He was from 26th F.A.
Hqtrs.) Illness in the family kept
them from going with us last year.
Sometime when you have time direct a letter outlining some of the
Association's activities to Richard
Darrah, Rochester, Vt.; Harold Donahue, Sharon, Vt., and Arland Wills,
Randolph, Vt.
McKENZIE SLIPPING
I haven't heard from Joe McKenzie for some time. I do like to hear
frOIl1. him because he contacts many
of the men and always has news.
On Jan. 1, 1960 I was promoted to
General Foreman in the Highway
Department of the Woodstock District.

Get Convention Dope

Norman Martin, 6 S. 14th St.,
Belleville, Illinois, is getting anxious
for details about the '60 Reunion. He
recently mailed in his dues and says
"I would like to know dates and
details about the 1960 Reunion. I
have to put in for my vacation now
and I sure want to plan for the two
to coincide."
. .. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY . . .

George Cypress Is a
Buckeye Promoter
George W. Cypress, 1656 Lockwood Ave., East Cleveland 12, Ohio,
is paid up and in good standing and
is out to get an old buddy, Stanton
V. Downs, 1858 Page Ave., E. Cleveland 12, Ohio, to do the same as
George has done. Downs was with
a medical unit attached to the 47th
Regt., and was wounded across the
Rhine, coming back across the Ludendorff Bridge just before it collapsed.
While doing some canvassing in
his neighborhood for the Boy Scouts
Cypress happened to run into Stanton Downs, who is teaching in the
East Cleveland Schools. At the next
Scout committee meeting Cypress is
taking some copies of The Octofoil
with him as a sales clincher when
he again tackles Stanton V. Downs
for membership in the Association.
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GREATER MICHIGAN CHAPTER PLAN
TO HOLD BIG-TIME DANCE IN JUNE
Robert Rumenapp, 24944 Harper,
St. Clair Shores, Mich., secretarytreasurer of the Greater Michigan
Chapter, has been hospitalized since
the last issue of The Octofoil. For
a while it was feared Bob might have
to let the medics amputate a leg. But
thanks to the Good Lord that crisis
has passed-Bob keeps the old leg,
and is rapidly regaining his health
under the watchful care of his aidede-camp, Betty, who has been doing
double duty, trying to operate the
Rumenapps place of business and
take care of the secretary's correspondence while he was incapacitated.
Plans of the Michigan group now
call for a dance the first or second
week in June and a committee is
now trying to locate a centrally located hall which will be suitable.
The best deal so far seems to be the
DAV Hall on E. Jefferson in Detroit. Tickets are being sent to all
Michigan members. As a matter of
fact all members of being sent four
tickets, urging each member to bring
a couple with them. The tickets are
$2.50.
The $50 award is being made regularly.
Dues receipted up to March 25,
were 23. It was noted that F. Earl
Caldwell, 4154 Pitt, Dearborn Town-

ship; Dante Ciatti, 5925 Keuilworth,
Dearborn, and Joe Casey were the
last three to be reclassified and put
in good standing by the secretarytreasurer of the Michigan Chapter.
NEW APPEARANCE
Francis Earl Caldwell showed up
for the February meeting-after an
all-out search had been inaugurated
to locate the lad. Indications are he
is going to be a real worker and
says he will be looking forward to
receiving his copy of The Octofoil
on each publication date.
TAYLOR WRITES
Wilton Taylor, Lost Hills, Calif.,
asked the Michigan lads to try and
contact W. D. Waldron, 105 N. Hamilton, Ypsilanti, who was confined in
a Ypsilanti hospital. Betty Rumenapp contacted a nurse friend who
was working at the Ypsilanti hospital and through the nurse was able
to keep a check on Waldron. Waldron was with Co. E, 60th, and was
captured shortly after the invasion
of France.
ANOTHER PROSPECT
Information has reached the Michigan Chapter that one of the St. Clair
Shores policemen was with the Division. All they know is his name is
Hannon, the membership committee
of the up-and-at-'em chapter is out
to locate Hannon and sign him up.

BETWEEN DICK PESTEL AND ART SCHMIDT DOPE
SENT SAM FEIGHTNER REALLYINFORMED HIM
Sam c. Feightner, Rt. 1, Loudonville, Ohio (about half way between
Columbus and Akron), wrote Arthur
R. Schmidt, 69-20 69th St., Brooklyn 27, N. Y., after seeing Art's
name in a DAV paper. The Buckeye lad is a member of the DAV also.
He was with Co. K, 47th and was
wounded close to Gressenick on November 20, 1944. Feightner is anxious to get the correct address and
names of some former 47th lads.
Schmidt sent a long, 2-page singlespaced typewritten letter to the Ohio
lad, giving details about the forthcoming 1960 Reunion and suggested
he contact Richard Pestel, 1467 East
Livingston Ave., Columbus, 0., for
the names of former K Co., 47th
men. Pestel is President of the Co;..
lumbus Chapter and a former K Co.
man. He has put in many, many long
hours fighting almost insurmountable obstacles getting a list of former K Co. 47th men compiled.
Schmidt sent copies of his letter
to The Octofoil and to Secretary
Quinn, following this up by sending
Feightner some back issues of The
Octofoil. This Art Schmidt doesn't
do things halfway. He's thoroughand always gets results.
Following Art's suggestion Feightner started his correspondence with
Pestel. The Octofoil has been furnished copies, of this correspondence.

All interesting and it is regrettable
it all cannot be printed in The.Octofoil. Some of those Sam FeightIler ;
is desirous of learning their-complete
address includes T -Sgt. John O.
Moreland, Washington, D. C.; Staff
Sgt. James H. Chandler from either
North or South Carolina; Prf. Murray Y. Walker, from Texas, and T.Sgt. Thomas D. Sheldon, from Arizona. AU these fellows were still in
the Army when Feightner was
wounded on Nov. 20, 1944. T. Sgt.
Moreland was wounded the same
morning Sam was. Feightner has a
book "History of the 47th," and it
does not indicate anyone was killed
at this time. (Ed.'s Note: A formel'
47th IWUl fr6m Clev.eJand.att..,....
the New' 'Y ork Reunion ofterec:tr
for a copy of this "History o!"1't\.
47th."
Pestel answered all the lad's questions, establishing contact for him
with his old Company Commander,
Bill McWaters in Augusta, Ga., as
per a story in the last issue of The
Octofoil.
Indications are this three-way correspondence marathon, Schmidt to
Feightner to Pestel is going to end
up with Sam Feightner being a good
hard worker in the Ohio Chapter.
After being injured Sam was assigned to the Air Force and was given work to do that he also does in
civilian life.

MIKE BATELLI COMPILES INTERESTING
DATA FOR THE OCTOFOIL READERS
Mike F. Batelli, 67 E. 20th St., Paterson, N. J., former E Co. Anti-Tank,
Hq. 2 Bn., 39th GJ., has prepared
some newsy material, garnering a
lot of his dope from notes friends
scribbled on Christmas cards before
mailing them to him.
Mike ordered a copy of "8 Stars
to Victory," planning on presenting
it to an original 39th Regt. man who
went overseas in 1942, and as Mike
put it, carried quite a load for the
lads of Co. E in North Africa, Sicily
and Normandy before being hit for
the fifth time and then was forced
to leave E Co. His name: JOHN
CHENCHARICK, Lindegar St., Linden, N. J. JOHN, looking years
younger than when Mike last saw
him in France, was a recent surprise visitor to the Batelli home and
was himself more surprised when
he saw a copy of the Ninth's history.
JOHN ARDISON, former 39th
Regt. postal sergeant, now father of
two boys and a girl, recently moved
into his new home at Jones Road,
Rt. 5, Amsterdam, N. Y.
AMERICUS LAMBERTI, Co. E
machine gunner and later Lt. Lambert; today VA contact officer in the
Paterson office, recently cited by the
Veterans Council of Paterson for his
many hours of volunteer services to
Paterson war veterans. A large turnout to see it in Alexander Hamilton
Hotel.
PHILIP "PHIL" ORLANDO - Co.
"G"-whom early 9th Division men
at Fort Bragg, N. C. will remember
as sculptor of Col. William R.
Schmidt and Maj. Gen. Jacob Devers
busts, now happily pursuing his art

out of 809 Kinsington Ave., Plainfield, N. J.
KEN BUNNEY, chaplain's assistant throughout World War II now
residing at 4227 Bradhead Rd.: Aliquippa, Pa.
FRANCIS LEO, formerly of Service Co., and his family living happily at 498 79th St., Niagara Falls,
New York.
HENRY GEISEL, able mechanic
(and whom we will always remember as the "nice guy" who whittled
out a wooden letter opener for us
when we filled the spot of Anti-Tank
Company clerk), and his three girls,
wife and two daughters, resides at
242 South Third St., Lehighton, Pa.
ANDREW "ANDY" MACERA, Co.
I Sergeant, now keeping tabs on
Americans for the Internal Revenue
Dept., working out of Ellison St..
Paterson.
.
SALVATORE MORANO, Hq. Co.,
now working in St. Anthony's Guild
Publishing house, Paterson.
OTHERS HEARD FROM and doing nicely include: T-Sgt. JOSEPH
McCULLOUGH, JOHN MacGOWAN, Co. L ... Staff Sgt. LEON WEBER, now a successful restauranteur
in Yonkers (whatta soldier LEON
was with Anti-Tank Co.-and all we
had were 37-mm guns against those
mammoth German tanks!) STACEY
PROUGH, Co. M, Battle Ground, Indiana. EDDIE STRAUBE, Co. E,
now of South Amboy ...
and others ...
Mike closes with "best wishes to
you all who work so valiently to
promote the success of the FAMOUS
NINTH".
••. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••
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JOE McKENZIE'S TIMELY ,NOTES RECEIVED
JUST AFTER LAST ISSUE PUT ON PRESS
Although it's spring time all about
us now-on Feb. 8, when Joe McKenzie, 95 Washington Ave., Waltham, Mass., composed the notes for
The Octofoil that follow they were
very apropo. The notes were received just a few moments after the
last issue was off the presses. Since
Joe's buddies anxiously await his
notes, even at this late date, they
will appreciate reading them.
Christmas season brings a special
joy to me because I receive so many
remembrances from those of Servo
Bty. 26th F.A. . . . It makes me believe I wasn't the worst supply sergeant in the world. Many of these
cards carried ,a little note of what
has happend during the past year.
Christmas cards were received
from Bob Hamilton, Paul Fribush,
Arnold Leach, Jimmy Daniels, Lew
Orticari, Jerry Langer, John Murray,
Johnny Brazil, Charlie Zablow, Ike
Blitzstein, Harold Hubre, Bob Porter, Ed Kral, Pergi, Lou England,
Bill Bongiorno, Dan Looney, Earl
Landon, Anthony Ponticello, Joe
Mosier, Joe Albanese, Frenchy LeBlanc, Bill Andrews, Elmer Roscoe,
George Wilkinson, Johnny Earnhardt, Peter Greco, Tony Salton,
Paul Griffin, Jimmy Boyle, Bob LaDez, Carl Lucas, Harry Fry, Harold

l

Wallace and Frank Grutzius. Ted
Schmidt and Chesley Mischler from
Hdqtrs. 26th F.A. via the Keystone
State also sent Christmas remembrances.
RANDOM NOTES
A note from Harold Wallace
states he will have a winter vacation during which time he will return to the hills of Tennessee and
return to Texas by way of Michigan.
Joe Mosier stops to say hello to
Frank Grutzius two or three times
a week on his way home from work.
Jim Boyle works for U. S. Steel.
While on strike Jim said all he did
was to consume amber liquid with
a trade name of Iron Mountain.
Bill Andrews says that work is not
very steady. When it is available he
has work hard and long hours. He
did enj oy the Detroit picnic last
summer even though it meant traveling 150 miles each day. He is hot
on the trail of two other ex-26thers,
George Smith and Ernest Ostrander.
Johnny Brazil, 5275 Red Winery
Rd., Geyerville, Calif., wishes that
any 26th F.A. men passing that way
would stop in and say hello.
Time flies. Convention time will
soon be here. Are you putting a little
away each week for that week-end
in Washington, D. C.

WILLARD 'SHARKEY' CLARK'S JAMES ALLGOOD SENDS GREETINGS FROM
HIS HANGOUT IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
BRAVERY IS REMEMBERED
Dick Pestel has furnished The Octofoil clippings from several papers
concerning Willard D. "Sharkey"
Clark, of Lisbon, O. Some of the
clippings bear recent dates. Others
were dated while "Sharkey" was
still in combat.
"Sharkey" was a
Staff Sergeant with Co. L, 47th, and
was wounded four times. He had
three brothers in the service at the
time he was. The brothers were Pfc.
Ralph L. Clark, Pvt. Clifford Clark
and Pvt. Charles W. Clark.
"Sharkey's" home town paper remembered his outstanding combat
service by printing a story recently,
under the heading:
15 YEARS AGO TODAY
"Willard D. Clark was awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross for
leadership that rallied his platoon
to repulse a German counter attack
in Germany. He was with the 9th
Infantry Division."
Pestel furnished The Octofoil two
photos of "Sharkey," but they were
received after photos had been processed for this issue and will be used
at a later date.
"Sharkey" is married and has two
youngsters, a boy and girl. His address now is Willard D. Clark, Route
No.3, Lisbon, Ohio.

James Canada Doing Norm Fowler Has His
Octofoils On Display
His Bit In Georgia
James T. Canada, Box 434, Shannon, Ga., is working for the same
textile company he has worked for
during the last 23 years. As a matter
of fact he was with them before he
did his stint with Co. D, 60th Regt.
This Georgia lad is a proud and
loyal Association member. Aside
from his fine wife and three children,
two girls and a boy-there's nothing
closer to his heart than the Ninth Infantry Division Association. The lad
was assigned to the 60th Regt. immediately after his basic training at
Camp Wheeler and stayed with Co.
D, 60th, from the 1941 date he joined
until June, 1945, when he left Germany to be discharged. He joined
the Association before leaving Germany and has been a continuous
,"ml~r ev~r sin~e. Just a few of
~mce . things Jun Canada has to
_ .. c;\ :.:'tCtmt'lettert<ead;
.£ enjoy readitig The Octofoil very
much. In that way I can learn what
a lot of my old b~ddies .~e. doing.
I am proud of the Nmth DIVISIon and
I believe all the old buddies who are
left who belong to the Association
are proud of it, also.
I hope the Association and the officers can keep up the good work they
have been doing. Here is wishing all
of you success and happiness in '60.
••• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY. • •

J. P. TERRY SENDS GREETINGS
FROM THE 'LONE STAR' STAn
J. P. Terry, a former Hq. Co., 1st
Bn., 47th man, is living at 2113 Grace
St., Fort Worth 11, Texas. Terry sent
a couple of· photos and he and Pvt.
Jackson, made in Alsford,England,
in 1944. The pictures reached The
Octofoil too late for processing in
this issue, but will be used later.
-PAY 1959 DUES NOW-

BILL PALADY STILL SHAKING
THE BUSHES FOR MEMBERS
Bill Palady, 322 31st St., McKeesport, Pa., and Harry Orenstein are
working to round up the old gang
for a Washington round robin as
they did at· the New York Reunion.
Bill noted in one of his recent letters: "Another fine boy has paid his
dues for three years-Henry Gault,
Jr. He's a great pal of Jack O'Shea's,
and hopes to be able to attend the
Washington Reunion."
It's a cinch that between Orenstein
and Palady there will be many a
former Q.M. guy pressured between
now and Reunion dates.
-PAY YOUR 1-9-6-0 DUES NOW-

FRANK JACHSHA PLUGGING
ALONG IN "LITTLE SWEDEN"

Norman R. Fowler, 1909 Victory
Drive, Lansdowne 27, Md., says that
an Octofoil sticker is on his front
door and his wife has a 9th Division
disc on her car. That's how proud
they are of the Ninth Division. He
was with the Division from January,
1942 until August, 1945.
Norm thinks Secretary Quinn, in
sending out dues reminders should
preface the letters with Dear Buddy
rather than Dear Comrade because
this Comrade business sounds like
the Reds. However, this is a matter
that has been argued pro and con
for years. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars claims they were using the
Dear Comrade approach years before there was a Russian Revolution
and the Muscovites picked up the
term, and ~e VFW brass says come
hell and high water they're not golng to let the Reds make them discontinue the usage of a term the vets
originated. Secretary Quinn has answered Norm's c?mplaint. Among
other statements m his letter was
the following: I really enjoy reading
The Octofoil, as it keeps me up on
what is going on in the Association.
So keep that paper coming, as I am
out of work at this time and can
read it over and over. But I expect
to be back working soon.
Norm wants information about
whether the Ninth got. the French
Fourragers or the BelglUm Fourrager~ and some dope about an Occupation Medal. Norman is interested
in the medals so he can pass them on
to his son. He was referred to the
Office of Department of AwardsArmed Forces - Good Fellowship
Blvd., St. Louis, Mo.
•.. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY .•.

BOB GRIFFITH ENJOYS THE
ITEMS OCTOFOIL PRINTS
Robert Griffith has a new address.
It is now 311 W. Lance Dr., Des
Plaines, Ill. Bob is a former G Co.,
47th man. In a recent letter, among
other things he had say, the following statement was greatly appreciated:
"I enjoy reading The Octofoil very
much, and think the officers are doing a fine job in perpetuating the
esprit de corps of the Ninth Infantry Division."
Bob sent in his dues for the next
three years.
-PAY YOUR 1-9-6-0 DUES NOW-

WALTER WOLFSON IS WHEEL
WITH REAL ESTATE TYCOONS
A New York member advises The
Octofoil that the Nat Berger Associates, Inc., 10 E. 52nd St., New York
22, N. Y., has Walter S. Wolfson listed as the organization's Vice President. The company specializes in
real estate syndication investments.
Walt recently sent in his dues for
1960 and expressed satisfaction with
the way The Octofoil is operating
any how the officers of the Association are conducting the affairs of
the organization.

Frank S. J acksha, .361 Bates Ave.,
St. Paul, Minn., writes Secretary
Quinn, as follows, in part:
"Dear Dan: I received your letter
with names of the people belonging
to the Association in this area. Your
prompt cooperation should assure
success of the Association. Thanks.
"I do enjoy The Octofoil. I read
every word in it. I ~would like a
-PAY 1960 DUES TODAYcopy of '8 Stars to Victory.' Enclosed
is the $2.
"The Chapter here isn't very ac- AWAY IN AUGUST, 1958
tive at the present time. Of course
John J. Zeishner passed away on
there wasn't too many from this section in the Division. But maybe the August 22, 1958, while living at 1413
few who are out here will be able S. High St., Burlington, N. J.
John was with 34th FA., Bn. B.
to make a showing at an early date."

JOHN ZEISHNER PASSED

April-May, 1960

OCTO FOIL

From James D. Allgood, 918 Birch
St., Dallas, Oregon, comes this letter:
Ninth Infantry Divisions Association: Living on the West Coast makes
it difficult to attend a Reunion. So
my only contact with former member is with those in this area and
during my trip East every three
years. I was fortunate this year in
being able to see Gen. and Mrs.
Smythe and to have dinner with
them. Strangely enough, I run into
Bob Hilput formerly Hqtrs. Co.,
47th, on 33rd St. About once a
month I see Jess Nunn, my former
battalion adjutant.
After leaving the service in 1945
I went to work for a firm of C.PA.s
in Salem, Ore., and am now one of
seven partners in the firm. I continued my reserve affiliations and for
41-2 years was the C.O. of the 162nd
Inf., Oregon National Guard. At the

-PAY 1960 DUES TODAY-

AL DEL G'ORNO MET
HIS DEATH IN '956
Mrs. Carol Del Giorno, 1674 Beech
St., Wantagh, N. Y .., writes:
Dear Mr. Quinn: I am very sorry
to have to write you this. I've meant
to before but have neglected to do
so. My husband, Alfred Del Giorno,
was killed in the line of duty on Dec.
7, 1956. He was a Nassau County policeman.
He was very proud of having been
a member of the Ninth InfantrY Division and was always interested in
their activities. We had attended
several functions together.
Editor's Note: AI's many buddies
from the 47th Regt. will be grieved
to read the sad news about his untimely death and they join with The
Octofoil, extending heartfelt sympathy even if it is a belated date, to
the bereaved family.
•.. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••

Mrs. James Carlton
Me,kes a Sad Report
Under date of Feb. 26, Mrs.' J. F.
Carlton, 2955 Spring Hill Ave., Mobile, Ala., writes:
Dear Mr. Quinn: I am sorry I have
not informed you sooner of the death
of my husband, James F. Carlton.
He did not enjoy good health since
he was released from service. He
passed away Jan. 11, 1959. He was
always proud to be a part of the
Ninth Infantry Division and his car
still has a Ninth Infantry sticker on
the rear glass.
Ed.'s Note: Jim Carlton had many
staunch friends in the 9th Medics,
where he was a Staff Sergeant. They
extend, through The Octofoil, to
Mrs. Carlton their heartfelt sympathy in this her hour of sorrow in
the death of her devoted helpmate.
• .• PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••

Bernard Hammett's
Mother Passed Away
Bernard Hammett, 512 E. 41st St.,
Paterson, N. J., 376th A.W. Bn., relays the sad news that his mother
passed away March 6 after an illness
of the past five years.
Members of the Ninth Infantry Division Association extend to Bernard
their heartfelt sympathy in the loss
of his best friend-his Mother!
. . . PAY 1960 DUES TODAY .•.

BYRON ANGELL WAS
THRILLED BY STORY
Byron Angell, former B Co., 15th
Engrs., got a big kick out of the last
issue of The Octofoil and when he
sent in his dues for another three
years, among other things, he has
this to say:
During the past year I have been
able to attend the New York Convention, and Father Connors Memorial Mass. It sure was a wonderful
experience to again meet some of the
fine friends made while with Co. B,
15th Engrs. Just to mention a fewFred D'Amore, Henry Hill, and Sid
Levenson.
The last issue of The Octofoil was
of special interest to me. The story
by Gen. Randle in particular. "B"
Co. of the 15th Engrs. being the 47th
engineers, we of the "old Ninth"
(February 19, 1941) find these memories of the 47th Inf. early days more
than interesting.
My congratulations and thanks to
Dan Quinn and all the other people
who do the work and carry the load
of running our Association. See all
of you in Washington.

present I am in a reserve school unit
in Salem, since it involves less time
than a Guard assignment.
After meeting people who were
assigned to other units during
World War II, I am certain that all
of those who served in the Ninth
were fortunate, and I consider the
friends I had in the division the best
I have. Every Christmas I am amazed to hear from more of myoId
company.
Please tell Max Umansky it takes
me a long time to get around to
writing, but I will soon write to
him and for him to give my regards
to all the members of K Co. the
next time they meet.
P.S.: Incidentally, following my
return from overseas I was married
and now have three children-two
girls and one boy.

MERT CALL WAS PATCHED UP BY A KRAUT
MEDIC-NOW HE'S OUT HIS ,PURPLE HEART
The Octofoil is in receipt of two
S.O.S. letters from Merton LeRoy
Call, 9 Orange' St., Eastport, Maine,
a former E Co., 47th Regt. lad.
Parts of his letters will be noted
below:
I was with E Co., 47th from Bragg
to French Morrocco, landing on Yellow Beach Nov. 8, 1942 with the first
wave a~p' was with Co. E until
March 28, 1943, at EI Guettar. I Was
an Ammo carrier for B.A.R. of the
second squad in the First PIt. of E
Co. In my squad was James Patterson, gunner, and Second Gunner
Bridges and myself. Patterson was
wounded bad. I received a wounded
right hand. Evans, of E Co., suffered a wound in his left arm. Others wounded at the time was Driscol,
who got it in the hip, Walker got it
in his face. After the right hand
wound I got it in the right side of
my neck. But I never received a
Purple Heart Medal because I was
given first aid by a German medic.
I've tried to find out how James
Patterson, the B.A.R. man, ever got.
He was wounded pretty bad.
I would like to know if any of our
Association members know the present whereabouts of Evans or Driscol
or Walker of E Co. If I can get the
names of two men who were. with
me at the time I was wounded I can
get the Purple Heart that is due me.
I got my Bronze Star Medal, Good
Conduct and Bronze Arrowhead,
Combat Infantry Badge, E.A.M.E.

Bar and Three Stars, World War II
Victory but still no Purple Heart.
I hope someone will read this who
will be in position to help me locate
at least one of the boys whose names
I have mentioned. Maybe someone
will read this who remembers me
as the guy who helped take care of
some of the wounded at El Guettar.
That was me-Merton Call. In the
German P.O.W. camps I met boys
from A Co., 47th, George Pouso, and
C. M. Bricker, 214 Ridge St., Leetonia, 0., and Leon Lankford, Box
812, LaGrange Ga.
Call says he'll answer any letters
he gets from former E Co., 47th men
whether they know anything about
he being wounded or not.
Secretary Quinn has asked Milt
Hacker to try and help Call. Milt
kept a diary from the first days in
the Army, back at Bragg, through
every prison camp in Germany.
In a later letter Mert Call advises
he has heard from Milton Hacker,
who remembers Call being wounded
on March 28, 1943 at El Guettar. But
he needs one more to establish his
cl~im. If Pfc. James Patterson, the
B.A.R. man of E Co., 47th could be
located, he would remember, and so
would Evens, George Driscol or·~'
George Walker or Opal Walker, all
\
of E Co., 47th.
Milt Hacker is doing all he can for
Call to establish his claim. It is to
be hoped someone reading this appeal will be in position to likewise
be of help.

JOSEPH LIGHTNER'S SON ASKS Mathew Wall of Div.
SOME PERTINENT QUESTIONS Arty. Will Be Missed
k~~ lighmer, &ute 2, B~
350, Altoona, Pa., writes:
"A strange thing happened to me
the other day. My son, 10 years old,
come home from school and asked
me if I had anything from my services during World War II. They
were studying about fhe conflict. I
said I would have to look. While
searching I found a receipt containing the following:
"5 June 194.5. Battery A, 26th F.A.
Bn., APO 9. Received from Cpl. Joseph Lightner, 33131412. Home address F.D.R. 2, Box 23, Altoona, Pa.,
the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for
Life Membership in the Ninth Infantry Division Association. Robert V.
Fleckenstein, Captain, Commanding.
"Is this recorded? I receive notices about dues but do not receive
The Octofoil."
The Octofoil wonders how many
other former Ninth men scattered
over the country were of the impression they were life members of
the Association.
Secretary Quinn immediately got
off a lengthy letter to Joe explaining to him the mechanics of the Association.
c,

. . . PAY 1960 DUES l'ODAY •••

MICHIGAN LAD WANTS COpy
OF HISTORY FOR A PRESENT
Charles Hollinshead, 7151 Morse
Lake Ave., Rt. 1, Alto, Mich., writes
Secretary Quinn: "I would like very
much to have a history book of the
Ninth Infantry Division. I had a
relative who served in the Division
and would like to make him a present of '8 Stars to Victory'."
In the usual prompt and efficient
manner in which the secretary's office is being operated the history was
mailed out.
-PAY 1960 DUES TODAY-

A FATAL MOTOR ACCIDENT
Howard L. Ramsey, Main Street,
Smithfield, Pa., was killed on the
Pennsylvania Turnpike in a tractortrailer wreck on November 5,1955.
-

PAY 1960 DUES NOW-

National Treasurer Thomas Boyle
advises The Octofoil of the death of
Mathew Wall, of Div. Arty., who
was a resident of Somerville, Mass.
Father Connors and about 25 others attended the wake.
-PAY 1960 DUES TODAY-

Sgt. Pinkerton Could
Help Former 9th Man
Carl W. Farrell, 2033 W. Imperial
Highway, Los Angeles 47, California, advises he is trying to obtain
evidence for a claim filed with the
Veterans Administration. A former
soldier of the Ninth Division could
help me if he can be located. The
soldier was Staff Sgt. Pinkerton, Co.
K, 60th Regt.
If any member knows where Sgt.
Pinkerton is now living, it is their
solemn duty to help Carl establish
his claim by advising him of the
Sergeant's present whereabouts.
. . . PAY 1960 DUES TODAY . . .

DETAILS LACKING REGARDING
DEATH OF FORMER 9TH MEN
Among some of the letters returned to Secretary Quinn's office recently and only marked "deceased,"
by the U. S. Postoffice, with no details were the following:
George Holmes, care U.S.F.S.,
Troy, Mantana.
Joseph O. Kline, 107 Park Ave.,
Watseka, Ill. Passed away Oct. 2,
1958.
Clarence F. Glasheen, 1002 N. Superiod, Appleton, Wisconsin.
-fAY YOUR 1-9-6-0 DUES NOW-

AL GEIST IS HEADED
FOR THE REUNION
Albert C. Geist, 11400 S. Millard,

Chicago 43, Ill., an active member of
the" Illinois Chapter, advises he is
looking forward with great anticipation to the forthcoming 1960 Reunion to be held in Washington on
July 28-29-30.
. PAY 1960 DUES TODAY •••

